Article Summary 1

Article number one was about a man from San Francisco, Louis Hawthorne, and scientists at Texas A&M.  These people are trying to perfect a way to clone pets, and later humans.  Hawthorne wants to create kits so that people can go to their vet, get the cells needed, and store them into a bank.  Once cloning is perfected, it will allow people to re-create their favorite pet, or in a farmers case, their highest quality animal.  That way, if one of your pets dies, you can go clone another one, brand new and just like the other one!  Scientists also believe that by using a dog first, it will allow them a warning, before they try cloning on humans.  In the article it explained that sheep have already been cloned, but that beings like dogs and humans are more complex and will require much, much more research to perfect.  Part of this is also due to the fact that some creatures mating abilities are spread over long periods of time, reducing the amount of research able to be done.  This article shows that cloning is coming fast, and we better decide on it now, before something bad happens.  I think that this is a good idea and I think that it would be great if Once my cat dies I could recreate him.  That would be totally awesome.

Article Summary 2

This article was about the cosmetic advances in gene therapy.  According to this article, scientists are progressing at a slow rate but they are not far away from succeeding in permanently pigmenting gray hairs.  Scientist have already partially succeeded in injecting albino lab mice with corrective DNA and growing some pigmented hairs for three months.  But genetic engineers are also at a setback the article explained, because a young man died in gene therapy recently and people voting against it may stop engineering people’s genes.  I believe that we should not be experimenting with humans unless it is to fight defects and diseases.  The power of life was not meant to be harnessed by men and never should be.

Article Summary 3

This article was about scientists led by Albourne, Cooke, and Saunders.  These three scientists have working on recreating sperm for those who lose them at a young age during cancer therapy.  They have so far been successful in doing this with lab mice.  The object for them is to take immature sperm stems from young boys before therapy, make them mature, and then put them back in the person’s body.  Scientists express concern though because they don’t want to re-give the person cancer or the baby cancer either.  Scientists hope that they will be able to repair the sperm and thus be able to do it for others, so that no babies will be born with defects.  If they succeed, it will be probably the greatest discovery for man ever, or it might turn out to be the worst.  The scientists said, "Ethical problems with this approach abound."  I agree with this concept but I do not believe that cloning should ever occur because it is wrong.  It’s OK to fix things that go wrong but making copies or changing somebody not health or well being of that person without giving them a choice is wrong.

Article Summary 4

This article was about a scientist in Beth, Israel, one of the best hospitals in the world.  He is trying to correct bladder cancer from tobacco and other carcinogens.  So far scientists have been using a process called TB to prevent it from reoccurring but scientists are now trying to use gene therapy to fix the problems in the 9th and 17th chromosomes.  A scientist named Loughlin said, “research is young, but "this is where the real, major advance is going to be."  I think that this is a good idea and will be a very good medical treatment in the future, even though people should not smoke anyway.

Article Summary 5

This article was about the current state of gene therapy and its future.  The author gives examples from recent news and the past and it isn’t too good.  Since the death of Gelsinger, Universities and Labs racing to be the first successful groups in engineering the human genetics have been trying to ensure that if something goes wrong, no one will know.  Scientists have become more secretive and rarely share information with their colleagues because they want to be the first ones to succeed and become rich.  Genetic therapy appears to be for money now, and not for scientific advancement.  But genetic therapy has not been a complete failure (But pretty close).  In France, to twins have been partially cured of their immune deficiency but only time will tell if it will be a complete success.  It is now an ethical question of the public if it genetic engineering will continue, and the future doesn’t look so bad.  I think that genetic engineering is a good idea if the main goal of genetic engineers is for the well being of mankind, not for profit.

