Farmer in the Sky


Farmer in the Sky has most everything a science fiction book should have.  It has advanced technology, scientific laws are obeyed, and the setting is in apace and on another planet.  It also takes place in the future too.  There is evidence of aliens as well.  That is why Farmer in the sky is a science fiction book.

In Farmer in the Sky there is a lot of advanced technology.  In this time of the future, there are space ships capable of travelling to the distant planets in a very short time compared to space travel as we think of it.  In fact, in this novel, the characters “Can reach Ganymede in about 60 days”.  Another example of advanced technology is the heat trap on Ganymede which changed the temperature from around –700* F.  On Ganymede power is sent by antennae, not by wires.   That is a lot of technology that we’re no where close to.


In science fiction books, scientific laws must be obeyed.  In other words, logic is put into place and things have to make sense.  On Ganymede, a moon of Jupiter, the pressure is much lower.  This makes the water boil at a much lower temperature, but it doesn’t stay warm!  It makes sense in a way.  Also during the time when they’re traveling to Ganymede, there is no gravity and people have to be strapped in or they’ll float around like balloons.  Those are a few examples of scientific laws prevailing.


In science fiction, aliens are a major role.  So naturally, Farmer in the Sky has aliens in it.  Well not exactly but sort of.  In chapter 19, Hank and bill come across some strange things.  “That, is the craziest contraption I ever laid eyes on.”

He said that because it was.  It was a piece of machinery incapable of being made by nature.  So they conclude that aliens must have made it.  They also find extremely advanced and complex machinery deeper inside which proved their conclusion.  So there is only evidence of other beings on Ganymede, but it works.


Farmer in the Sky is definitely a science fiction book.  It has advanced technology, It takes place in the future, It’s set in space and on another planet, and there is evidence of aliens.  That‘s all of the elements of the science fiction genre.  For all of the reasons above, Farmer in the Sky is definitely a science fiction book. 

