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Kids have always looked up to pro-athletes.  They respect and admire what they do. Although, sometimes it’s not exactly the greatest thing for kids to look up to.  We read from an article from “Scope” magazine called “Athletes Behaving Badly” December 8 1997.  The author’s point of view was the same as mine.  When pro-athletes misbehave and do things totally uncalled for, it’s no surprise that it influences kids.  It is for this reason that sportsmanship is declining.

When pro athletes do something, kids automatically want to do it too. They want to look cool and feel important in front of other people too.  One quote from the article from Greg Krikorian was “Everybody watches pro-sports.  When you see them doing something, you think it’s all right.”  This quote is very true in the fact that a lot of people watch sports and do think that it is OK to act like them!  And sometimes it just isn’t OK. 

 Many people agree that pro athletes are to blame for the decline of sportsmanship.  “Many coaches, administrators, and athletes point to the violent and hostile behavior displayed by professional athletes for the blame” says Krikorian from the article.  One example is like the time Mike Tyson bit Evandor Holyfield’s ear.  Another time was when Dennis Rodman of the Chicago Bulls kicked a cameraman, and then laughed about it.  Some pro athletes need to realize what they’re doing before they do it.

Pro athletes are the main, but not the only, people to blame for sportsmanship decreasing.  In fact sometimes the parents are the worst offenders of all!  Once, an athlete (teenager) was ejected from a game for spitting at an official, the way Roberto Alomar did.  Later when interviewed the father said he didn’t see anything wrong with what his son did!  That would be like walking up to the front of your class, hit the teacher, and sit back down like nothing happened.  That is why sometimes parents can be the worst of all in the fact of sportsmanship decreasing.

Pro-athletes are the major factors of sportsmanship declining.  There are also many other places to put the blame as well.  Kids have a choice over the actions and should be responsible for their own actions.  But as long as bad sportsmanship continues in the pros, it is doubtful bad sportsmanship will decrease among kids.  Pros need to stop and realize the tremendous influence they have on kids, and think before they act badly in front of everybody.

