The Inca


     Religion:  The Inca believed in many gods.  The main god, Inti, the god of the Sun, was portrayed as a golden disk with a human face.  In times of trouble, priests would make human sacrifices to it.


     Government:  The Inca’s system of government is not hard to comprehend.  Whatever a man above you said, went.


     Farming Methods: Not all of the Inca’s land was able to grow food, like in the mountains.  But that was OK because all the crops were grown down low in the valleys.  Up high, llamas and alpacas were raised for meat and wool.  This is called a vertical economy.  To create a surplus amount of food, crops were also grown on terraces and irrigation kept it from drying out.  With that much food, no one starved.


Class Divisions: The Inca’s system of class division was simple.  At the top, was the ruler.  Then came the nobles.  And last, came the peasants.  The peasants fed the nobles and worked all day.  The nobles lived off the peasants and discussed political matters, and the ruler governed the empire.


Use of Technology: The Inca were the first empire in South America to create a system of roads.  This system included suspension bridges across 500-ft. canyons.  This system of roads allowed trade to flow from city to city.


Language:  The Inca’s chief language was called Quechua.  At one time everyone was all of their subjects learn it to unify their growing empire.  It was also the language used in the cities so you had to know it.


Lifestyles:  An average Inca’s lifestyle was pretty boring.  You got up at dawn, worked until night, went home to a crowded hut, and went to bed.  A noble woke up, did something in the city, maybe went to a party, then to bed.  The king had a busy life but enjoyed a lot of pleasures.


Accomplishments: The Inca were the best builders in South America.  One of their greatest feats is Macchu Picchu.  Macchu Picchu is a city in the Andes Mountains.  It was guessed to be built for a vacation resort or a safe place when attacked.  If it were attacked, villagers would just pull the bridge back from the sheer cliff.

      

      Art: The Inca were very good at making jewelry.  Pottery was also a skill of the Inca.  Tools often had designs carved into them like knives and axes as well.

 Conquest: Under the rule of Pachacuti (he who transforms), The Inca were able to conquer from modern day Chile to modern day Equador.  This gave them one of the largest empires in South America!







