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Arsenic in Bangladesh’s Water Supplies

The General Assembly,


Alarmed that tens of thousands of Bangladeshi villagers are suffering from a ghastly decay, with their skin spotted like spoiled fruit and warts and sores covering their hands and feet,


Aware that dangerous levels of Arsenic (.05 milligrams per liter or more in some areas) have been found in the ground water entering millions of people sip by sip from a vast system of tube wells,


Realizing that Arsenic in drinking water poses the highest risk in cancer ever found,


Taking into account that most of the hand operated pumps are 10 to 20 years old, which is about how long it takes the Arsenic to do its lethal work,


1. Expresses its thanks that in late August of 1998 the World Bank announced that it would provide Bangladesh with a $32.4 million credit for arsenic mitigation; 


2. Requests that filters be supplied to main wells to reduce the amount of Arsenic in the water supply and the water to be checked every 6 months;


3. Urges that a new water supply be used until installation of the water filters is complete;


4. Recommends that either the well system be remodeled or rebuilt to keep the Arsenic from re-entering the water supply after being cleaned;

