Summary:


“The Wind in the Willows is about the spring, summer, fall, and winter of four animals.  One morning mole woke up after a long winter nap to a beautiful spring morning.  He started to clean and paint his house when all of a sudden he was driven outside by something unexplainable.  He wondered about and found the river. He had never seen anything like it.  This was the beginning of all the adventures.  On the bank he met Rat.  Rat invited him to go boating.  Mole had never seen the river so he had never seen a boat either.  When they returned Rat told Mole about Badger and Toad, two of his good friends.  They took the boat down to Toad Hall, a marvelous house, for Toad was very rich, and paid Toad a visit.  Toad took them on a trip in a gypsy wagon.  When they were on their trip their wagon was thrown into a ditch by a speeding motor car.  Toad was amazed by it and decided that he must have one.  He bought them and then crashed them over and over again.  He had a collection of tickets as well.  At the same time Mole, this being such an adventurous year already, decided to visit Badger.  The problem was Badger lived in the middle of the Wild Wood.  Mole was almost completely scared to death when luckily he escaped all the terrors by falling in to a pile of leaves in a hollow tree stump.  Rat went searching for him and eventually found him.  They found Badger’s house and told him of Toad’s disastrous problem. They decided to seek him out and make a sensible toad out of him in the spring.  On the way home Mole catches a whiff of his old home he had forgotten completely about.  They stayed there for the night and some Christmas caroling field mice join them.  In the spring they go to Toad Hall and lock Toad in his room and decide to wait until he is sensible again because talking, even preaching didn’t work.  Toad pretends he is terribly ill and will die soon and sends Rat out for a lawyer to write his will.  When Rat is out Toad escapes only to steal a car, crash it, and be put in jail.  He escapes from the darkest, gloomiest dungeon in the countryside as the Chief Washerwoman of the jail by giving the washerwoman money for her clothes and a bit more too.  When he returns home he finds Rat with some horrible news.  The weasels have over taken Toad Hall!  How will he get his wonderful home back? 

