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Evaluative Essay

“The Crossing”-A great teaching tool

“Hamilton, how many did we lose? “None General Washington.” “Injured?” “None.” “Hamilton, for months I have been under stress that I thought would kill me, I thought we had no chance of defeating the British, after being driven South and losing every battle, freezing and losing my men.  But you come to me with this news and I cannot help but be overjoyed.  We have won our first attack and we will continue to win.  The war is now on our side!”  “The Crossing” was about the Revolutionary War and focused mainly on the Crossing of the Delaware River and the Battle of Trenton.  “The Crossing” is a great teaching tool for the 8th grade study of the Revolutionary War because it kept the viewers attention, helped the viewer realize what life was like in the Revolutionary War, and had important and accurate information.  For these reasons, “The Crossing” is a great teaching tool for the study of the Revolutionary War.

The Crossing was very interesting and kept the viewers attention.  Action and suspense was found everywhere from the beginning, where George Washington was retreating in the boats across the Delaware River, to the battle of Trenton, at the end.  The characters all had real personalities, were very accurate, taught who the people were, and taught what they were like without being boring.  Towards the end, the suspense of if the Colonial Army could cross the river in time to attack and defeat the Hessians was extremely tense.  The action was incredible when the Colonial Army attacked and battled the Hessians too.  This makes the Crossing a great learning tool because it was cool, interesting, and taught about the Revolutionary War without losing the viewers attention, which is a hard thing to do with teenagers and history.

The Crossing helps the viewer realize what life was like in the Revolutionary War.  Its intense dialogue was inundated with information.  The costumes were great for realizing what people wore in those days and how cold they must have been.  Another great part of the movie was the characters.  People like George Washington, Alexander Hamilton, Colonel Glover, General Gates, and all the other characters gave the sense of actually being and experiencing it in the time it actually occurred, around 200 years ago!  Realizing what life was like in a time period you’re studying is very important.  The Crossing made it easy for the viewer to realize what life might have been like in the Revolutionary War, making it an excellent teaching tool for studying the Revolutionary War.

The Crossing was pouring out very accurate and important information throughout the entire movie.  One the most informative things in the movie were the characters.  The people who portrayed the real people of the Revolutionary War did an excellent job.  The actors walked, talked, and had attitudes the same way that a person in the Revolutionary War would have walked, talked, and had attitudes.  The prologue after the movie gave some valuable information on what happened after the battle of Trenton too.  The dialogue was by far the most informative in that it was accurate, most of it was actually said, and it told a story of what was happening in the Revolutionary War.  In order for a teaching tool to be useful, it must be accurate and be filled with good information.  The Crossing was very accurate and was overflowing with important information about the Revolutionary War, making it an extremely useful teaching tool for the 8th grade study of the Revolutionary War.

In conclusion, The Crossing is an excellent teaching tool for teaching 8th graders about the Revolutionary War.  The Crossing was very interesting, helps the viewer realize what life was like in the Revolutionary War, and had very historically accurate information.  Students learning about the Revolutionary War in the 8th grade need to watch this video.  The Crossing is the best teaching tool for learning about the Revolutionary War and you are sure to learn valuable information.
