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When a person is found or suspected of committing a crime they have to go through many processes.  These processes are given to every person as a right by the United States Constitution.  These processes can be broken down into three parts; the arrest and arraignment, the trial, and the closing of the case and post trial.  A person will go through all the processes and the whole time they are innocent until proven guilty.


If a person is suspected guilty of breaking a crime and/or a police officer sees a person doing something against the law they will arrest the person.  The person is then told the “Maranda Rights”.  These rights allow the person to remain silent but anything they say or do will be used against them in the court of law.  The person is also given the right to a lawyer and if they do not have one, one will be appointed to them.  Those are basically the “Maranda Rights”. The person arrested will then be taken to a local jail, photographed, fingerprinted, and recorded.  A slang term for this is booking.  Next the person will have an arraignment.  During an arraignment a person will be read their charge and a bail will be set.  Most importantly the person will plead guilty or not guilty.  Obviously, this decides if the person will have a trial (not guilty), or just be sentenced (guilty).  Then they will have a preliminary hearing to decide if there is enough information to go to court.  Then it’s off to court.


There are two different types of courts in which a person will be tried.  They are the Federal and State courts.  A person will be tried in a court depending on what kind of law they have broken.  If they have broken a federal law made by the legislative branches and the executive (The President), they will go to a Federal court.  The levels of the federal courts are from the lowest to highest; District Court, Federal Court of Appeals, and then the Federal Supreme Court (The highest court in the US).  If a person breaks a state law, they will go to a state court.  The levels of the state courts are from the lowest to highest; Superior Court, State Court of Appeals, and The State Supreme Court.  In any court there is always plaintiff and a defendant.  The plaintiff is the person who is trying to find the defendant guilty of their charges.  The defendant is the person who is trying to prove themselves innocent of the charges.  In a trial the plaintiff will always go first in prosecuting the defendant.  He/she will make an opening statement to the jury summarize to the jury the facts that he/she will present to prove the defendant guilty.  Than the defendant’s attorney will make an opening statement to the jury to summarize what he/she is going to present to prove the defendant not guilty.  Now the prosecution begins, where the evidence is presented.  Then the prosecutor will make a direct examination of his/her own witness.  Then the defendant’s attorney will cross-examine the witness.  During this cross-examination the defendant’s attorney will try to disprove the prosecutor’s witness.  Then the prosecutor will have a re-direct examination and the defendant will re-cross-examine the witness.  They will continue until they’re done with that witness, and then they will do the same on the defendant’s witness too.


Once all the witnesses and evidence that the attorneys want to use are exhausted, The case will come to a close.  The attorneys will submit articles of evidence to prove or disprove the defendant guilty and then make a closing argument to the jury.  This statement is similar to the opening statement in that it summarizes the evidence of the case and the attorneys try to convince them to vote guilty or not guilty.  The difference is that now the evidence has all been presented and they are trying to prove to the jury that their clients are guilty or not guilty beyond reasonable doubt.  After the prosecutor and defendant have said their closing arguments the judge reads the jury the law on which they are to judge the case.  The jury is also sequestered (removed from public by control) so that they cannot be influenced on how to judge the case. The jury then goes into a room and decides the case guilty or not guilty. The jury can only decide on evidence presented in court and the court reporter’s report.  In a federal court where a felony has occurred, there must be an anonymous vote.  In a civil case there only needs to be 9/12 for the same vote.  If the jury cannot come to these standards they are called a “hung jury” and the case is a mistrial and the prosecutor will either drop the charges or try the defendant again with a different jury.  After the jury reaches its decision the Judge reconvenes the court and the court clerk will read the verdict.  If the defendant is found guilty, then the judge will announce another trial with a date and time for sentencing.


The processes that are given to the people of the United States are unlike any other.  The due process has three basic steps; the pre-trial, trial, and post-trial.  All of them are given to us as a right by the US Constitution.  And the best part about it is that you are innocent until proven guilty.

